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Economy and Wat Tyler House
< \-\ Beckhampton Street
VA

Tel:- 01793 445500

Swinbon

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Mr T Sykes Please quote: EN/23/0017
SN6 7NB Date: 12th May 2025
Please ask for: Sarah Weaver
Direct line: 07970 634445
Email: SWeaver@swindon.gov.uk

Dear Mr Sykes,

Re: Unauthorised works to Listed Building: Damage/removal of Grade Il Listed K8
telephone kiosk
At:  Land Adjacent to 61 Knowlands, Highworth, Swindon, SN6 7ND

My apologies for the delay in providing a response to your emails, and thank you for
your patience with this matter.

| have discussed this case with senior colleagues and the Conservation Officer. A
decision has been made that Swindon Borough Council will not be pursuing planning
enforcement action for case EN/23/0017.

Whilst | appreciate that this may not be the outcome that you were hoping for, the
opinion of officers of the Council is that it is not considered expedient for the Council to
take any formal planning enforcement action.

When reviewing alleged breaches of planning control and any potential planning
enforcement action, we have to be mindful of the Swindon Borough Council Enforcement
Policy for Planning Enforcement (October 2022):

When it is technically possible to take enforcement action the Council is required
to decide whether such formal action would be ‘expedient’; this means that formal
action is discretionary and all the relevant planning circumstances must first be
considered. In considering “expediency” the decisive issue is whether the breach
would unacceptably harm public amenity.

There are a number of statutory tests which the Council has to take into account when
considering expediency. These have been carefully considered and are not considered



to justify further action. Moreover, enforcement action is discretionary, the existence of a
breach is not in itself a reason to take enforcement action. As per the Swindon Borough
Council Policy for Planning Enforcement (October 2022), there must be harm to public
amenity, safety or the environment for enforcement action to be justified. The
enforcement of planning control is a discretionary power, which the Authority has no
statutory duty to provide.

Thank you for taking the time to draw this case to our attention. We are grateful for your
help and | am sorry that the Council can’t assist further.

Yours sincerely,
Sarah Weaver
Sarah Weaver

Lead Officer
Planning Enforcement



